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Carcinoma of the Gallbladder Originating in the 
Fundus of Hourglass Gallbladder and Presenting 
as Acute Cholecystitis and Hemobilia 
YoH KASAHARA, SHuJI KAWAI, HrROKI MATSUMOTO, HIROMI TANABE, 
TAKAAKI SuDo, HIROYA UMEMURA, SEI SHIRAHA, and TAKESHI KuYAMA 
The 2nd Department of Surgery, Kinki University, School of Medicine 
Carcinoma of the gallbladder continues to be a discouraging disease as far as 
diagnosis and treatment are concerned. A case of this carcinoma originated in the 
fundus of hourglass gallbladder and associated with empyematous cholecystitis and 
hemobilia was report宇d.
The patient underwent cholecystectomy and wedge resection of the right hepatic 
lobe bebause of hepatic abscess adjacent to the cholecystitis. Correct diagnosis was 
established after the histologic examination of resected specimen, which revealed 
undifferentiated carcinoma. Cystic duct obstruction due to calculi caused empyematous 
change and direct invasion of the carcinoma into the liver developed hemobilia. 
Intra-abdominal spread was absent at the time of laparotomy. 
The patient has had symptoms of chronic cholecystopathia for twenty years 
and bile stasis in the hourglass gallbladder may provoke cancerous alteration. 
Diagnosis of this carcinoma is frequently missed under the inflammatory change 
of the gallbladder. If there is a marked inflammation in the liver continuing from 
cholecystitis or difficulty in peeling off the gallbladder from the liver, the surgeon 
should consider the possibility of this carcinoma especially in elderly patients. 
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Endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP). 
Present address: The 2nd Department of Surgery, Kinki University, School of Medicine. Sayama-
cho, Osaka, 589, Japan. 
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The patient expired 34 days after the operation because of rapid spread of car・ 
cinoma such as direct invasion into the liver and surrounding organs, peritoneal 
dissemination and pulmonary metastasis. 
Table 1. Preoperative laboratory data 
RBC 267×104 
Hb (g/dl) 8.6 
Ht (%) 25.3 
Thrombo. 55.8×104 
WBC 10,800 
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＋＋＋十
消化管透視，肝シンチグラムなどでは特に変化はなか Fig. 1. Radiograph of ERCP』・showingno com・ 
ったが，胆嚢造影では胆嚢は描出されず，胆汁採取で pression of the common bile duct. 
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Fig. 2. Gross speciment of the resected hour- Fig. 3. Photomicrograph of the gallbladder 
































Table 2. Autopsy Report : AN-264. June 12, 1978. 
1. Postoperated state for carcinoma of the gallbladder. 
2. Continuous invasion to surrounding organs and tissue. Liver, lymph nodes and connective 
tissue around hepatic hilus, duodenum, omentum and pancreas were involved. 
3. Stenosis was present at the upper portion of duodenum due to cancerous invasion. 
4. Disseminated carcinoma in the peritoneal cavity. 
5. Many up to bean-size metastatic foci in the both lungs. 
6. Infiltrated cancer showed undifferentiated carcinoma which had no typical cellular arrange-
ment. 
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